JOAN OF ARC

Men have been writing about Joan of Arc ever
since she reached the King's Court at Chinon, in
March, 1429, and it is only now, five centuries
after her death, that it is perhaps possible to see
her fairly or write of her in the right spirit. It
may be worth our while briefly to trace how Joan
has risen' in the esteem and admiration of men
during these last five hundred years. After her
first astounding successes in the field, she was
treated like a queen and ennobled under the name
of du Lis (taken from the lilies of her banner);
but even in those summer days the sunshine
hours were few and fleeting, and the praise of
one here and there was quickly overborne in the
storm of detraction and hatred that followed on
defeat,

For many long years the prophet was without
honor in her own country. No Frenchman ever
wrote about her. Shakespeare gives us an inkling
of the common view entertained of her by the